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- gratefol, helpfol thoughtfol and making a difference. when a
student or staff member is observed being.a Mughtg Manatee
Leader, they can receive a Mighty Leadersmﬁfﬁmox
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Mrs. Tollefson
by Rowyn Smith and Landon Fitzpatrick

Mrs. Tollefson is Myakka River Elementary School’s (MRES) loving
principal. She was an assistant principal for 4 years before becoming
MRES’ principal. She has been leading the way for students and staff for 8
years. She went to Florida Gulf Coast University for her Bachelor’s Degree
and the University of South Florida for her Master’s Degree. Before
becoming an administrator, Mrs. Tollefson taught kindergarten. She said
kindergarten is her favorite grade because she loved being the first positive
educational experience for all of her students. She managed a retail store
and taught Zumba classes before working in education.

l




Mrs. Tollefson's favorite foods are anything sweet and pizza. She
has a Mini Golden Doodle named Joplin. Recently, her family adopted
Max, a Rat Terrier. Max is so lucky to be part of the Tollefson Family.
Her hidden talent is that she loves to play games. When playing games,
she can be a bit competitive. She is very good at a game called Fast
Track. Chase, Madison, and Jude are her 3 children. Mrs. Tollefson

loves being a grandmother to her two grandchildren, Clay and Rylynn.
She loves to dance, read, and spend time with her family in her free time.
Her favorite animal is the manatee. Purple and glittery colors are her

favorites, too.




Mrs. Tollefson’s favorite thing about being a principal is being able
to see all of her incredible teachers in action and meeting all of the
Myakka families. She loves having 660 students in her care and making
an impact on their lives. Mrs. Tollefson enjoys sharing her love of
teaching with her teachers and students.

We are so lucky to have Mrs. Tollefson as our principal. She is the
BEST!
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Mr. Ross
by Keagan Warner

Mr. Ross is Myakka River Elementary School's
. Dean of Students. He attended Seattle Pacific
 University (SPU), where he earned his Bachelor's
Degree in Special Education K-12. He taught in the
state of Washington before coming to Florida. Mr.
Ross has taught several grades. He has worked in
Rindergarten, 3rd grade, 4th grade, and 5th grade.
He lires all the grades because he enjoys working
with all students.




Mr. Ross has 3 sons, a little dog named Libby, a cat
- named Lucy, and a bearded dragon named Hank in a
TanR. His favorite food is tacos, especially fish tacos.
Mint chocolate chip ice cream is his favorite sweet. His
‘hidden talent is that he is a grill master when it comes
to BBOs. In his free time, Mr. Ross enjoys spending time
with his family, fishing, and camping. The platypus is
his favorite animal. His favorite sport is football and he
enjoys rooting for the Green Bay Packers. Myakka
River Elementary School is special to Mr. Ross because
of all the great students that go to this school. We love |
seeing Mr. Ross around our campus. t




nurse, she would hc 2r, or even a
teacher. Mrs. Dob favorite food is

seafood. Some of re spending time
with her family anc




She also enjo ooking and baking,
crafts, volleyball .. as you can see,

great care of all ¢
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semmSome orf h15 favarutes are the chucken bowl from Cava and dogs Carr“;‘:
'you guess Mr. Morris* hidden talent? If you said playing the drums, you are
correct. He enjoys delailing cars and sifling on the beach when he has free
fime.
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Mrs. Hayes
by Aubrey 8arnett ancd Olivia Davidson

Mrs. Hayes is Myakka River Elementary School’s
Instructional Coach. She was a classroom teacher for 23 years
before she became an Instructional Coach. She went to the
University of Central Florida CUCF) for her Bachelor of Science
in Elementary Education and University of South Florica CUSF)
for herr Masters in Reading. If Mr's. Hayes dicin’t go into =
eclucation, she would have openecl a coffee shop, a clothing
bhouticue shop, or a fitness studlio. Her favorite foocls are salacl
and pizza.



One of Mr's. Hayes® hiclden talents is baking. Inher free
time, shelikes to go to for a walk on the beach. Dogs are her
faverite animals, especially Labracdor Retrievers. Mrs. Hayes®
favorite color is green. Her faveorite part of being an
Instructional Coachis that she gets to sce all the creative
things that the other teachers are doing in their classroom.
When she was a teacher, her favorite gracle to teach was 3rd
gracde. Myakka River Elementary Schoolis so special to Mrs.
Hayes hecause of the students, the statt, and working with
Coach Hayes. We love having Mrs. Hayes at our school!
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Officer Wilkes
by Aubree Hinckle and Cash Mottern
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Otficer Wilkes has been Myakka River Elementary School's School
Resource Officer (SRO) for 3 years. He earned a Florida Department of
Law Enforcement (FDLE) Certification from Southwest Florida Public
Service Academy. He also obtained the Andrew Widman Award for
having the highest grade point average (GPA) in his class. Officer Wilkes
also attended Florida Southwestern State College (FSWC) and received
his Criminal Justice Degree. He has been a Charlotte County police
officer for 4 years. If Officer Wilkes did not become a police officer, he
would have been a computer technician.



Officer Wilkes does not have a pet. His favorite food is hibachi and his
favorite animals are koala bears and the fennec fox. His hidden talent is he
has been playing the guitar for 28 years. In his free time, Officer Wilkes
enjoys playing video games and spending time with his family. Hockey is
his favorite sport to watch.

As MRE's SRO, Officer Wilkes' has many responsibilities. For example,
he keeps everyone safe, helps the staff and students, watches the gates,
and monitors the cameras. He enjoys mentoring and interacting with the
students. Thank you for keeping us safe when we are at school. We
appreciate you very much!




/ The Winter Concert \
by Rowyn Smith and Aubrey Barnett

The Winter Concert was a blasti The performance sfarted with the
Mighty Chorus singing Over the River, A Candle for Peace, I Feel Like Fa
La La La, and I Hear Those Jingle Bells. When the Sea Nofes Took the
stage they sang Cookie Crumble Calypso and Melody of the Merry
Manatees. While the Sea Notes were singing, there was a drum circle in
the middle of the concert. Everyone sounded ferrific. Atthe end, the
Mighty Chorus and the Sea Notes sang and played Mele Kalikimaka on
the Ukulele.

At the end of the performance, Miss Matthews and Mrs. Kennedy
We given flowers for their dedication and hard work. /
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Hanukkah Facts
by Savannah Clark and Landon Fitzpatrick

Jewish people celebrate Hanukkah

Hanukkah occurs between late November and December ~ the exact
dates change every year

Hanukkah is celebrated for 8 nights and days

Hanukkah means dedication and is also called The Festival of Lights
Hanukkah can be spelled many different ways ~ Chanukah, Chanukkah,
Hanukah, and Hanukkah

About 1%,500,000,000 (1%.5 billion) oily doughnuts are eaten during
Hanukkah



* %k % ¢

Hanukkah colors are blue and white ... the colors represent the
Israeli flag

Gift giving is a common tradition

The menorah symbolizes the miracle of the oil lasting 8 days

Families light the menorah together each night
The world's largest menorah is in New York Central Park and it is 26
feet tall

Menorahs come in all shapes and sizes

Gelt, chocolate coins, and jelly-filled doughnuts are a
popular treat
The six- pointed star called * The Star of David * is a symbol of Jewish

people
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The Grinch Visits Myakka L
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“"Howare Snowflakes Made‘?
* by Cash Moﬁern 4

When a very cold drople1' of cold wa1'er freezes
_+-around a'speck of dust, a snowflake is created,
“*When this happens a tiny ice crystalis formed. As
-~ the tiny ice crystal travels through the clouds,
water vapor freezes fo it and creates a snowflake.
. -When the snowﬂake becomes very heavy it falls to
;,\1'he ear'l'h - e = e, |



Snowﬂake Fac1's

-) Every snowﬂake is a hexagon (6 sldes)
9 Everysnowflakeisdifferent
> Snowflakes fall between 1-4 m.p.h. -
- Snowflakes can be as big as 15 inches i in
= diameter and 8 inches thick.
There are 8 different types of
snowﬂakes
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Kwawnzaa is celebrated from December 26-January 1. Family
and friewds will give thauks, share feasts, and exchaunge gifts. They

also celebrate African and African American culture.




brauches. The colors of the candles are important. The red candles on the
left represent the past and the green caudles of the represent the future.

Here’s how the candles are it each wight.




® The fifth candle is green and it meaus purpose.
® The sixth candle means creativity and it is red.
® The seventh and last candle is green and it represents faith.




Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
by Violet Rimby

, _ [HAVE A DREAM
) : 3 . \\\ -

Martin Luther King Jr. Day is always celebrated on the
third Monday in January. On this federal holiday, we
honor the life of the Great Civil Rights Leader, Reverend
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. On this day, we celebrate his
life and legacy. Many Americans take time on this day to
volunteer at shelters or community organizations to show
honor to this amazing man.



Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

e Martin Luther King Jr. was born on January 15, 1929 in
Atlanta, Georgia.

e At age 18, one of his first jobs was delivering papers.
He was the youngest assistant manager for the Atlanta
Journal delivery station.

e Dr. King skipped his senior year of high school and
started college when he was only 15 years old.



Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

e In the early 1950s, Dr. King met Coretta and they
married in 1958.

e MLK was a Star Trek fan! His children were only
allowed to stay up late to watch this show.

e He was inspired by Rosa Parks, when she refused to
give up her seat on a bus and organized a boycott of
the city buses.



Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

e MLK delivered his famous “I Have a Dream” speech at
the ‘March on Washington’ in front of more than
250,000 people.

e His "I Have a Dream" speech has become one of the
most famous speeches in history.

e There are over 3?30 streets in the United States named
after Martin Luther King, Jr.



Fun Facts about Groundhog's Day by Aubree Hinckle

e Groundhog Day is when people look
to the groundhog to predict the
weather for the next six weeks.

e On February 2nd, the groundhog
. wakes up from hibernation.

_{The most famous groundhogon ., |
Groundhog\ Day is Punxsutawney! /

Wi Phil. Phillives in PunXsufawney, b
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e Punxsutawney Phil is the official
groundhog forecaster on February
2nd.

If Phil sees his shadow when he
emerges from his burrow (a hole or
tunnel dug by a small animal), there will
be six more weeks of winter.

N " If Phil does not see his shadow, spring
. wll armve sc\:on ‘
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Sb"fne ofhewf‘amous grqundhogs are

\ \Chaﬁanooga Chgckz Es%é“”Ed Sir
Walter Wally and General Beauregard
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This just in ...

Punxsutawney Phil did not see
his shadow on Friday, February
2nd at Gobbler’s Knob in
Pennsylvania. When he does not

‘ j 'see his. shadow it means that he
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10 Fun Facts about Valentine’s Day
by Cash' Mottern |

* 145 000 OOO cards are exchanged

- j owners give their pets gifts:
'_ most popular gift |
more Valentme S Day gtfts than

Sk 250,0, OO 'rOses. are sold_on Valenﬁne’s Day



SUPER BOWL LVIII
by Landon Fitzpatrick

Super Bowl LVIII was played at State Farm
Stadium in Glendale, Arizona. The Kansas City Chiefs
and the San Francisco 49ers played against each other.
Brock Purdy completed 23 of 38 passes for a total of
255 yards. Patrick Mahomes led the Kansas City
Chiefs to a 25-22 victory in OT (overtime). The game
was exciting and fun to watch.




What is Daylight Savings Time?
by Keagan Waruer SPRING FORWARD

SUNDAY, MARCH 10TH

: \— e

Daylight Savings Time is when
we move the clocks ahead 1 hour in
the spring so we have more light at
night. In the fall, we move the
clocks back 1 hour so we have more
daylight during the moruings in the
winter.

- WINK
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